»The Myth of Italy«
It was Antonio D'Andrea who spoke of »the myth of Italy« to illustrate the Renaissance image of a mixed, even contradictory, set of qualities and attitudes towards the peninsula. In particular he draws attention to the role played by Geneva, including its Italian congregation, in fostering this image. 2 The issue involves not only the suspicion of Italian rationalism and speculation, but also the role of Machiavelli, at least of what he was taken to stand for against the opposition of the Church of Rome. For instance, the 1560 Latin edition of »The Prince« was translated by Silvestro Tegli and published by Pietro Perna, 3 4 Such French anti-Italian sentiment had characterized Calvin's own period in Geneva. He considered Italy a »nation tordue et pervertie,« whose intellectuals played with God: »quibus nimium familiare est cum Deo ludere«. He disdained their frivolity, Nicodemism and rationalizing, the last resulting in Antitrinitarianism. 5 His intense quarrel with rationalists such as Gentile and Biandrata, who charged the Swiss reformers with Arianism, made him look to Vermigli as chief support and ally. 6 No doubt this was Calvin's reason for wanting Vermigli to take over the Italian church in Geneva. The congregation's pastor, Count Massimiliano Celso Martinengo, died in 1557. 7 The church elders, after balloting by the membership, invited Vermigli to succeed him; they were supported by English exiles living in Geneva as well as by Calvin himself. But the Strasbourg Senate refused to let him go. Nevertheless, Vermigli served as Calvin's chief ally in the struggle with Servetus and the Italian Antitrinitarians.
Calvin himself had been accused of Antitrinitarianism by »the theological Church adventurer« Pierre Caroli. 8 Like Melanchthon before him (the 1521 »Loci«), the »Confession de la foy« (1537) of Farel and
